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DETAILED ACTION 

CLAIMS PRESENTED 

Claims 1-15 are presented. 

Response to Arguments 

In the arguments, Applicant has clarified the meaning of "partially consecutive." 
Thus, the claims are now examined in accordance with the meaning provided by 
Applicant. See the rejection under 35 USC 102. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The claimed inventions of claims 1-15 are directed to non-statutory subject matter. The 
claims recite perfunctory recitations of computer program product, computer program 
code means, certificate, etc. while otherwise reciting only nonfunctional descriptive 
material. Whether in computer program product, in computer program code means, in a 
certificate, on some computer-readable medium, in a computer or on an 
electromagnetic carrier signal, this situation recites no more than perfunctory physical 
limitations. When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer- 
readable medium, in a computer or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not 
statutory since no requisite functionality is present to satisfy the practical application 
requirement. Merely claiming nonfunctional descriptive material, i.e., abstract ideas, 
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stored on a computer-readable medium, in a computer, or on an electromagnetic carrier 
signal, does not make it statutory. See Diehr, 450 U.S. at 185-86, 209 USPQ at 8 
(noting that the claims for an algorithm in Benson were unpatentable as abstract ideas . 
because "[t]he sole practical application of the algorithm was in connection with the 
programming of a general purpose computer."). Such a result would exalt form over 
substance 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Applicant's admissions against prior art ("APA"). 

I. The general art . 
The Cisco reference 

( http://www.cisco.com/application/pdf/en/us/quest/products/ps6664/c1650/cdccont 090 
0aecd80313df4.pdf ) is cited not as prior art, but as a general explanation of the art. 
Broadly speaking, Cisco confirms pages 1-5 of the specification of this patent 
application. The description of prior art noted at pages 1-5 is accurate. 

II. The novelty of claims 1-15; the limitations that were explicitly admitted 
by Applicant as prior art . 
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Of the 1 1 pages of specification (non-claims part), the first 5 pages were devoted 
to the discussion of the prior art. Among others, at page 5, the specification clearly 
notes that Applicant considers the advance production of certificate lists as being novel 
See the last three paragraphs of page 5. The other features were not novel. 

For examples, consider claims 1, 8, 12. The underlined sections are the 
limitations that deal with this advance production. 

1 . Method for managing certificates in a certificate authority in a system having at 
least a first plurality of certificate authorities, comprising at least the step of 

generating at least two certificate revocation lists of a first type, 

each of said at least two certificate revocation lists of a first type not indicating a 
revoked status of any certificate authority in said at least a first plurality of 
certificate authorities, 

said at least two certificate revocation lists of a first type having at least partially 
consecutive validity periods, 

where the beginning of the validity period of at least one of said at least two 
certificate revocation lists of a first type is a future point of time. 

8. System for a certificate authority having means for generating certificate 
revocation lists, comprising at least 

means for generating sequences of certificate revocation lists of a first type having 
at least partially consecutive validity periods , the beginning of the validity period 
of at least one of said revocation lists of a first type being a future point of time 
relative to the time of generating a sequence of certificate revocation lists, 

said certificate revocation lists of a first type indicating no revocation for a 
predefined group of certificate authorities. 

12. Computer program product for a certificate authority having computer code 
means for generating certificate revocation lists, comprising at least 

computer program code means for generating sequences of certificate revocation 
lists of a first type having at least partially consecutive validity periods , the 
beginning of the validity period of at least one of said revocation lists of a first 
type being a future point of time relative to the time of generating a sequence of 
certificate revocation lists, 
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said certificate revocation lists of a first type indicating no revocation for a 
predefined group of certificate authorities. 

The other claims 2-7, 9-11, 13-15 have analogous situations. Again, the "at least 
partially consecutive validity periods" which refers to the advance production of 
certificate lists, is the limitation that is not found in the admissions against the prior art 
as stated in pages 1-5. 

III. Comparison and Conclusion 

In the arguments, Applicant has made clear that this "partially consecutive 
validity periods" includes non-overlapping validity periods. Therefore, this is same as 
the typical certificate revocation list that does not need to be generated long before the 
validity period. This is prior art. 

Thus, the claims must be rejected as being anticipated. 
Conclusion 

The art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The art disclosed general background. 
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